
183 CRANBOURNE RD FRANKSTON VIC 3199       

Ph 9783 2288 |   www.frankstonrsl.com.au 

EDITION #53 

aug—oct 19 

MORSE CODE  

PLUS ALL THE BEST BITS 

FROM OUR 100TH  

BIRTHDAY MONTH  

CELEBRATIONS 



 

 



page 5 

 
 Page 3  

 

  

Kevin Hillier OAM 
 

PRESIDENT 

John Barry 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Brent Clyne JP 
 

SECRETARY 

Brian Hill 
 

TREASURER 

Welcome to the spring edition of Morse Code. 
It seems to have been a wet and cold winter, 
but I hope all have survived well, and are  
looking forward to some warmth. 
The winter has been a busy period for the  
committee with many requests for welfare  
assistance to veterans and their families.  In the 
first six months of 2019 we have expended 
$261,932 on provision of financial assistance, 
supply of welfare and commemorative events. 
There have also been many veterans seeking 
assistance at the Veterans Hub for  
compensation where we have expended a  
further $120,688 in provision of this service. In 
the next few months the Veterans Hub will be 
under the control of ANZAC House in regards 
to compensation, after its time as one of the 
two trial hubs in the state funded by the  
Frankston RSL. It is the intention to open up 
to 10 similar Veterans Hubs around the state to 
benefit veterans and their families. 
Do you have a little time on your hands:  
We are always on the lookout for any members 
who may be able to spare a little time  
volunteering. There are many areas where your 
support would be appreciated, whether it be an 
hour, a day, or a week, it would be greatly  
appreciated. Areas of assistance are diverse of 
which some are, telephone receptionists at the 
hub, visitation to hospitals and nursing homes, 
badge selling at ANZAC and Remembrance 
Days, or just assisting fellow veterans. 
 
This year has seen us celebrating our centenary 
from the formation of the Frankston Returned 
Soldiers and Sailors Club in 1919.  Whilst our 
focus is on serving the veteran community, we 
are very grateful for the assistance given to us 
over the years by the citizens of Frankston. In 
appreciation we have provided a family fun day 
for the community, afternoon tea for our three 
oldest members aged 99, 100 and 103. We have 
also given away a Holden Astra as part of our 
appreciation for our members support. There is 
still more to come with an afternoon tea, and a 
Centenary Dinner to be attended by the  
Governor, and guest speaker, Peter  
Fitzsimons. 
 
 

Much has 
been  
discussed 
about the 
Frankston 
Council  
withdrawing support for our ANZAC Day 
services at the War Memorial.  The Council’s 
rationale is that we have Electronic Gaming 
machines (EGMs) therefore they will not  
support us at this community event.  
Notwithstanding this, we as a club, continue 
our responsibility of having EGM’s, continue 
to support community and charitable  
organizations in Frankston to the tune of  
donations $59,000 ($25,000 to Wallara) and 
$66,444 sponsorship to local sporting clubs. 
This we do because of a sense of community 
involvement, not just because we are required 
to by law in accordance with the VCGLR.  We 
will also continue, with your support, to  
pressure the council into reversing their  
decision, and provide assistance on ANZAC 
Day for the Veterans and community, who are 
rate payers of Frankston. 
 
While discussing council, it is hoped that by the 
time Morse Code is released we will have had a 
positive response to our Town Planning  
Application, which they have had since the 24th 
January, to carry out some major renovations 
within the club. Once approval has been  
received we will display plans to the members.  
We are fortunate that we are able to provide 
excellent facilities for our members from the 
profits made within the business of the club, 
which is unlike 100 years ago where the ladies 
of Frankston held a dance at the Mechanics 
Hall on a Saturday night, and raised one pound 
ten shillings ($3) towards the Memorial Hall. 
Thank you for your membership and Service to 

our wonderful nation. 

Yours aye, 
 
 
 
 

Kevin Hillier OAM 
President  
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As we celebrate our club’s centenary, we are honoured to be sharing our 

milestone with three Centenarian members of Frankston RSL. 
 

On Sunday 17th  February this year, our President, Kevin  
Hillier OAM and Secretary Brent Clyne, hosted a High Tea to honour this 
exceptional trio. 
 

Pictured here is, from left to right, Cletie Titheridge, aged 101, President 
Kevin Hillier OAM, Stewart Gavin, aged 103,  
Secretary Brent Clyne and Phoebe Parker, the baby of the group, who 
turns 100 on the 30th September this year. 
 

The memories and stories shared among family and members of our 
Committee and Women’s Auxiliary on the day were wonderful to listen 
to, especially the stories of  our centenarians lives.  
 

We thought it only fitting that we get to share some more about Phoebe, 
Stewart and Cletie with you all. 

 
 

Phoebe Parker.. 
Phoebe Parker (nee. Clay), the youngest of our Centenarians, was born in South Shields, UK on 30th September, 

1919. She was the middle child of 3 when her father, a Pastry Chef by trade, immigrated to Australia and worked to 
help establish Adam’s Block cakes. Sadly, her little brother passed away not long before Phoebe, her sister and their 
mother followed their father to Australia when Phoebe was 5 years old.  
 

Phoebe attended Tooronga Road Central School in Malvern, and from there she became an apprentice dressmaker, 
specializing in children’s wear, working as a seamstress in the Block Arcade and Toorak Village. While working in 
the Village, she encountered General MacArthur, and had the honor of making a shirt especially for his 4-year-old 
son! 
At the age of 23, Phoebe wanted to enlist and do her part for the war effort. Initially wanting to join the Navy, she 
discovered she would only be able to work in the administration office, so on October 3rd, 1942, Phoebe joined the 
Australian Women’s Army Service (AWAS) and was sent to No. 2 Signal Training Unit at Ivanhoe Grammar 
School. They moved to Fawkner Park, and then Albert Park, where she remembers sleeping in tents and later huts 

with a bed. Phoebe has fond memories of her time in the Army, making some close friends, of whom she always remembers each ANZAC Day. 
Phoebe recalls some of the fun and games they got up to in the AWAS, including running away from an American Soldier she had been on a 
blind date with, leaving him standing on Swanston Street and walking all the way back to Fawkner Park to get away from him! 
 

While serving in 9 Division Signals, Phoebe met her Husband-to-be, Signals Driver, Graham “Legsy” Parker – called Legsy, because he used to 
wear short shorts in summer.  He was the only driver available on the day that Phoebe had to go to the Dentist. In pain, she couldn’t talk on the 
drive there, but made up for it as he drove her back. Graham wasn’t interested in having anything to do with the Signals girls, but Phoebe and a 
couple of her friends took interest in him. Phoebe eventually caught his attention after locking him in the mess hall fridge as a joke! After eating 
what was to be dinner that night, Graham was let out by Phoebe and they started ‘going together’ soon after. The two were married in June of 
1943 at the Registry office with just Phoebe’s sister in attendance. Phoebe and Graham went AWOL for a week after the wedding , and even had 
the Military Police on Phoebe’s Father’s doorstep looking for them! They spent a week in a house they rented in Brunswick, before returning to 
their postings.  
After 9 months in the Army, Phoebe fell pregnant with their first daughter, and was discharged in 
early 1944 – “probably the only way they would have got me to leave”, Phoebe comments. Graham 
was discharged in September of 1944, when their daughter was born.  They went on to have 3  
children, 10 grand-children and 12 great grand-children. 
They lived in Carlton, Pascoe Vale and eventually moving to Karingal in 1980, at which time they 
joined the Frankston RSL.  
In early 1991, Phoebe came together with a group of like-minded women and formed their own  
Sub-Branch, the Peninsula Ex-Service Women’s Association that was based in Frankston. They  
created a strong voice for women and were very active in the area with commemorations and  
functions. Starting with a membership base of 14, it grew to 130 at its peak. As time went on, the 
membership dwindled until the dissolving of the PESW in 2017. This didn’t stop Phoebe though, she 
quickly turned her attention and efforts to the Women’s Auxiliary, where she lent a hand to many 
fund raisers and functions.   
Sadly, Phoebe lost Graham in December of 2012, but Phoebe continues their love of spending time in 
her “second home” here at the RSL, having dinner with her son, Graham, in the Bistro every  
Tuesday night and spending every Friday night, chatting with her friends and checking her raffle  
tickets. Phoebe still marches every ANZAC Day, and is quoted to say, “While I can walk, I’ll walk, I’ll 
even crawl if I have to, because I’ve got to think of all the friends I made in the army.”  

 Celebrating our Centenarians 
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Stewart Gavin.. 
Stewart Gavin was born & bred in Geelong on the 12th of June 1916, and recently celebrated his 103rd 

Birthday. Stewart was the third son in a family of four boys.  Stewart’s Air Force career began when he 
enlisted with the RAAF, in 1940, soon after qualifying as an Accountant.  He was called up on 26th 
April, 1941, when he was 24 years old, and was directed to serve the RAAF in their  Administration 
Section.  In October 1942 Stewart took 10 days leave, to marry his sweetheart in Geelong, followed by 
a whirlwind honeymoon at Mount Martha.  After their marriage, his new wife, Thelma, then joined the 
AWAS in 1943, as a Driver, and was posted to Sydney for the duration of the War. 
Stewart served in the Airforce from 1941 to 1946, and by war’s end had reached the rank of Sergeant.  
At the end of the war in 1945, Stewart was one of the last to leave Balikpapan as he had been tasked 
with dismantling the war effort, reconciling stores etc. This was a tedious job, so a quick placement of 
signatures on files was followed by a swim in the sea. He finally returned to Australia in late 1945 but 
continued to aid in discharging airmen from the Airforce in various places, until his own long-awaited 
discharge on 4th July 1946. He returned at this time to Geelong to be reunited with his beloved Thelma, 

who had herself been discharged, in the February of 1946. 
Upon returning to civilian life, Stewart took a job at the Country Roads Board (now known as Vic 
Roads) in Geelong as their Divisional Accountant.  He was then transferred to Melbourne in 1962 
and worked at the CRB Head Office, in Kew.  He was tasked with implementing their very first 
computer system and had to return to Night School at the age of 46 to learn all about computers, 
and computer programming.  
Stewart and his family moved to Mt. Eliza in July 1969, so that Thelma had the space to run her 
dogs. Stewart’s Air Force training held him in good stead as he audited the books for over 40  
kennels right up until he was 100 as well as holding the position of Treasurer for the Frankston  
Peninsula Kennel Club until he was 99!  
Stewart has just ticked over 50 years of living on the Peninsula and still lives in the same house 
with his daughter Debra visiting him daily. It was Thelma who joined them both up as members 
of the Frankston RSL in 1985 and they continued to enjoy many dinners and social outings to the 
club together until Thelma’s passing in 1992. 
We wish Stewart good health and continued time spent with his family. We thank Stewart for  
attending our morning tea to help us celebrate our Centenary.  
 

Cletie Titherridge.. 
Cletie’s story is a little different to our other two centenarians, as she did not serve in the Defence Force herself, however, has spent 

her life surrounded by Servicemen. Cletie Titheridge (nee Hornsby) was born in Hobart, Tasmania on 25th May 1918, she lived there 
until she was 3 years old, when her parents Les and Joy, moved to Melbourne. Cletie grew up in Brunswick and developed a talent for 
signwriting. After finishing school she became a sign writer for a large Department Store, at a time when they were still handwritten. 
 

Cletie met her husband George at a dance in Melbourne and they were later married in November of 1942. George enlisted prior to 
World War II and was then called up at the outbreak in 1939, at the young age of 18. George spent most the war stationed in Darwin 
and rose to the rank of Sergeant, discharging in 1948. After the war he transferred into the Citizens Military Force and was  
commissioned with the rank of Captain. 
While George was deployed, Cletie worked as a buyer for a department store and was also utilised for her sign, and handwriting skills 
within the company.  
After discharging in 1948 George and Cletie went on to have 3 children, Alan, Susan and Diane. George became a Systems Engineer 
for with the State Electricity Commission, and retired from the commission in 1965. George and Cletie then went into the Hotel  
business and moved around to Altona, Bogong, Tootgarook and Clayton. George sadly passed away in 1981. 
 

Continuing the Defence Force tradition for the Titheridge men, Cletie has supported her 
son Alan, and seen him serve for 38 years in the Royal Australian Airforce, and rise 
through the ranks as a Fighter Pilot, retiring as Air Vice-Marshall in charge of the  
Airforce. Cletie’s Grandson, David is also in the RAAF and has recently been promoted 
to Group Captain, following two years commanding No 11 Squadron and flying the Air 
Force’s new P8 Poseidon Anti-submarine Aircraft. He is currently serving in London as 
Australia’s Air Adviser to the UK. 
Cletie humbly comments that she is “very proud of her Air Force men”  
 

Becoming an Affiliate member of Frankston RSL when she moved to Seaford, Cletie  
enjoyed playing a round of golf or two, and continued this right into her eighties. Cletie 
has recently moved to Sandringham to be closer to her daughter, Sue. Thank you Cletie 
for celebrating such wonderful milestones with us. (Cletie pictured here with son, Alan) 
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 Celebrating Our Volunteers 

National Volunteer Week is the largest celebration of volunteers and  
volunteerism in Australia, and provides an opportunity to highlight the role 
of volunteers in our community and to say thank you.   
Since 2014, Frankston RSL also takes this opportunity to acknowledge and 
celebrate its very own volunteers by holding an annual Volunteers dinner. 
This gives us the opportunity to recognise Frankston RSL’s most dedicated 
volunteers for the past 12 months and say thank you.  
 

A large part of what makes the Frankston RSL such a success in our industry 
can be attributed to the Volunteers who support it.  We have many facets of 
people who, on a regular basis, across all areas of the club including, Welfare, 
Appeals, Sporting Sections, Internal activities and more, selflessly donate their 
time to ‘give us a helping hand!’   
 2019 being our centenary year, saw us take a slightly different format from 
previous years where we have recognised individuals.  This year we decided to 
take a trip back through previous years and highlight, remember and honour 
all our previous winners since the awards conception. Special tribute was 
made to our very first recipient in 2014, Fred Carey and his work for the 
Club. Now at rest, Fred’s legacy will never be forgotten as we hold his 
memory dearly.  

(President Kevin Hillier OAM presenting a donation of $1000 to the Voices of Frankston) 

 
Other recipients included: 
 

• 2015  - Dick Neil 

• 2016   - Cheryl Myers 

• 2017   - Anthony Grice 

• 2018   - Margaret Davis 
 

On this night, MC President Kevin Hillier OAM, led the crowd through a 
“journey of volunteering” which opened with a beautiful and stirring  
performance from the “Voices of Frankston Choir” with their own special 
arrangements.  
 

Our keynote speaker was Major Brendan Nottle from the Salvation Army 
(inner City Branch) who enlightened all with the significance of the extent of 
Volunteerism in support of the homeless in the CBD, with every single day 
over 400 being fed with many having a “sleep over” on premise.  Brendan 
also spoke at length in support of the over 1,000 volunteers and the 250  
Corporates that support his center with a special tribute to the Collingwood 
Football Club and Chair, Eddie McGuire, for their little known dedication 
and support of the Centre now supplying housing for so many in need.  
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The RSL was delighted to be 
able to present a  $1000 
cheque to both of these  
organisations to assist them in 
their ongoing community ef-
forts.  
 

In 2015 the committee  
introduced a special award in 
Fred’s honor called the ‘Fred 
Carey Excellence Award’ – this 
award is not awarded annually 
but rather when an individual 
or individuals dedicate service 
that exceed the expectations of 
a volunteer. 
 Past recipients of this award 
include: Rob and Judy Keevers 
in 2015 and The Memorabilia 
Group of the RSL in  2018.  
 

This year the award was bestowed to Annemaree Kelly, Operations Manager. 
Even though technically a staff member, Annemaree has for over the past 25 
years given so much of her time across the full spectra of the club and especial-
ly towards our  
Commemorative Days.  
 

Earlier this year we held our Centenary Family Fun Day, this day would not 
have happened without Annemaree’s dedicated work for the 6 months prior. 
For this, she has been awarded the Fred Carey Excellence Award. 
 

Our President Kevin, summed up Annemaree perfectly saying, “(Annemaree) 
is someone that we can all relate to.  A person who doesn’t worry about airs 
and graces but gets on and does what is required.  Nothing ever seems to be 
too much and she will drop what she is doing if you are in need of help.  
Annemaree is the go to person if you need something and I am sure just about 
every person with a title within this club would have knocked on her door. 
Annemaree even once leapt out the side door of the club to jump in the front 
seat of a car rolling down the carpark towards Cranbourne Road!” Annemaree 
is of great assistance to our Committee, staff and members and we thank her 

for her tireless contributions to our club. 
(President Kevin Hillier OAM presenting a donation of $1000 to the Salvation Army) 



 

 

page 8  www.frankstonrsl.com.au  

To celebrate our Centenary year the Committee agreed to run our biggest  
promotion ever at the RSL by giving away a NEW car. 
 

So it was with great excitement after an 8 week lead up that on Friday 26th July 
we gave away a Brand new Astra.  
 

Our very lucky Member, Marguerite Roach, was the final entrant after 29  
other Members over the 8 week period had been drawn out, all of whom took 
home cash prizes.  
 

Marguerite could not believe her luck and was a very gracious winner on the 
night. She did mention to us her current car, a 16 year old Mazda could do 
with replacing. 
We thank Adam at Bay City Holden for partnering up with us for the car draw 
and helping make the night a great success.  

We Gave Away a Car! 
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 Promotions 

Simply purchase 
a glass or botte 

from the  
DeBortoli wines 

of the month to be 
in the draw! 
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 Sports Report 
 
August has seen two of our major sponsored Football Clubs celebrating major milestones in their club’s  
histories. 
 

Karingal Bulls recently Celebrated their 50th Anniversary with a Special dinner, at which our General Manager 
Rob Morrison and our President Kevin Hillier OAM , were  
presented with the  
commemorative framed 50th year 
jumper. 
 
This will take pride of place 
among our sporting memorabilia 
in the snooker and darts room. 
  
Frankston YCW held their 60th  
Anniversary Gala Dinner here at 
the Frankston RSL with a Red 
Carpet experience to celebrate the  
milestone. Vice president John  
Barry, attend the YCW Gala  
celebrations on behalf of our  
Committee.  
 
We also send our congratulations and support to the Frankston RSL 
Blues Basketball team who are, at the time of printing, heading into 
the Preliminary Finals on Saturday 8th August. Good luck to the 
whole team and let’s take it all the way to the final! 
 
Frankston RSL has been major sponsors of these clubs for the past 
12 years and we look forward to a continued partnership with these 

          clubs into the future. 
 

At Mercy Health, we understand that older people want to stay at home for as long as 
possible so we support you to achieve that goal. The Live well. Live safe.  
information session offers you the opportunity to learn more about what is available in 
our local community to support you to live safely and independently in your own home 
for longer. 
 
Please join us and a host of guest speakers from the RACV, Community Police, 
Frankston Council Aged Care Services and Umps Health, as we discuss home care 
services, home security and smart home technology that supports you to live  
safely.   
 
Date:           Thursday 5 September 2019 
Time:           10am – 12pm  
Venue:         The Veterans Room  
                     Frankston RSL   
RSVP:          By 1 September 2019 to Sarah Archibald on 9783 4151 or  
 SaraharchibaldLWLS@gmail.com 
 
Seats are limited so please RSVP as soon as possible. 

Live Well. Live Safe.  Proudly Supported by Frankston RSL 

mailto:SaraharchibaldLWLS@gmail.com
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Frankston RSL are 
proud to have 

been sponsors of 
Very Special Kids 
for over 30 years! 
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 Ticketed Shows 
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LIVE & FREE 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY ENTERTAINMENT FROM 7:30PM    
 SUNDAY ENTERTAINMENT FROM 2:30PM 
 BAND LISTINGS ARE CURRENT AT TIME OF  

PUBLICATION.   
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR UP-TO-DATE GIG GUIDE 

 

 

 

 

FRANK  POWELL 

PETER  THACKRAH 

JAY & THE ELDORADOS 

 

 

RICK  EVANS 

 

 

TIM  HANEGAN 

 

 

YELLOW 

JAY & THE  ELDORADOS  

Entertainment in CP 

 

 

  

YELLOW 

THE  TEENAGERS 

 

 

TIM  HANEGAN 

 

 

 

 

ANDREW  CLEAK 
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 What’s On 

CP Takes on the Frankston  
Burger-Off 
 
This month CP is excited to be taking part in the inaugural  
Frankston Burger-Off Competition! Running from the  
1st - 31st August, 31 participating venues across Frankston  have 
created unique burgers to be tried, tested and voted for by the 
public.  
 
Our entry is called the ‘CP Double Dare’ and is definitely one of 
the biggest in the Burger-Off line up! 
 
We would love to have as many of our members and their guests 
come down to CP to try the Double Dare and cast their vote at 
www.burgeroff.com.au. 
 
Not only is the title of ‘Best Burger in the South East’  up for 
grabs, but we are also in the running to win a major Marketing 
and Advertising package that will be an invaluable means to  
extend our reach across the South East and Mornington  
Peninsula, letting more people know about our wonderful Club 
and its facilities.  
 
Make sure you are following the CP Facebook and Instagram  
pages (search @CP_FRSL) to stay up to date with our progress 
and to share with us your experience trying the ‘Double Dare’. 
 
Weekly Vouchers are up for grabs for people who share their  
pictures of the burger and tag @burger_off_frankston, @cp_frsl 
and use the hashtag #EnjoyEveryBurger. Plus even more  
vouchers up for grabs when you cast your vote! 
 
The ‘CP Double Dare’ will be available to purchase and try at all lunch and dinner services between 1st and 31st August.  
 
Call 9783 2288 or head to www.frankstonrsl.com.au  to book your table to take on the ‘Double Dare’! 
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 What’s On 



page 18 www.frankstonrsl.com.au   

 Winners Circle 

We have had some big winners in the club this quarter! None  
bigger than one of our own regulars, Mathew Powe, winning 
$10,000 in the RSL Rewards Statewide Mega Cash Weekend! 

Congratulations Matty! Enjoy! 
(Pictured right) 

On 10th May we 
Guaranteed that the 
Members Draw  
would go off! Doug 
was the lucky member 
to walk away  
with the $2000! 

Congratulations 
Doug! 

Member Athina was 
the lucky lady who 
had the winning 
ticket for our  
Mother’s Day Hot 
Springs Pamper 
Pack worth $600! 

Have a relaxing 
time Athina! 
(Pictured left) 

Just 2 weeks after giving away 
$2000 in the Members Draw 
to Doug - Trevor had his 
name called and took home 
$1200 just for being in the 
club!  

Well Done Trev! 
 

It really does pay to be a member of  the Frankston RSL! With competitions and promotions running all 
the time, why wait? If  you’re not already a member, join today! See our lovely staff  at Reception and they 

can sign you up on the spot. 

We guaranteed that the 
Members Draw  
would go off again on 

19th July - Lindsay  
was the lucky member 
to walk away with the 

$1500! 

Congratulations 
Lindsay! 

On Wednesday 24th July 
Where’s Wally was found! 
The jackpot of $1000 was 
won by member Andrew 
Goode. 

Congratulations  
Andrew! 

 

Congratulations also goes out to our other winners: 
 

Bingo $500 Birthday Jackpot: 
Grace Mahoney 
 

$500 Spin the  Birthday Wheel Jackpots: 
Timothy Dunn 
Ben Graham 
 

3 CUB Eskies & slab: 
Melinda Selman 
Stephen Dickson 
Paul Stanley 



page 5 

 
 

www.frankstonrsl.com.au  
page 19  

 

BOOKINGS  
ESSENTIAL! 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL! 
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 Welfare 

In June we bid farewell to our Welfare Coordinator Kerry Millman. Kerry has been with us 
since 2013 and has seen the unfolding of support packages and aid for our Veterans via our 
Veteran’s Hub. Kerry has been of invaluable assistance in a raft of projects over the years 
such as; Veterans’ Health Week, our home & Hospital Visitation Team, Aged Care facility 
luncheons and, of course, our Commemorative activities. 
Kerry is now embarking on a career change, leaving a large void as she goes. We thank  
Kerry for her dedication and devotion to the role and we wish her very well for her next 
venture. 
 
Our Welfare team have continued their support within the community with donations of 
walkers, wheelchairs and beds being made across the Peninsula.  

 
Not only does our Welfare Department offer support 
to our aging Veterans, but we also have a strong focus 
on our “young veterans” (those post Vietnam), who 
find themselves in need of significant assistance in 
transitioning from the Defence Force to a civilian  
career or for some, simply retirement. 
 
Our mission is to assist ours with this process, with 
some as young as 23 with a full life ahead. Our staff of qualified Advocates in both  
compensation and wellbeing, assist these Veterans along the journey and since inception  
hundreds have been helped. However, in recent years we knew we could do more and so in 
collaboration with ANZAC House, we joined the Southern Peninsula Vets Centre to form 

the first pilot model, now the Frankston Veterans’ Hub, as a holistic approach to all things required by our veterans and run by 
both paid staff and volunteers. 
 

Our current client base extends well outside the Frankston postcode and even interstate and overseas and has seen tens of  
thousands of dollars given helping those in financial stress. This along with the supply of appliances and furniture leave a cosy  
feeling knowing we have all do our bit. 

( Peter from our Appeals Department 
making donation of a bed & hoist to a 
fellow veteran) 

(Kerry with two of our PARC exercise 
group participants) 

 

We’ve got Some New Wheels! 
 
Earlier this year we purchased this Army Land Rover which will need  
maintaining, and also needs to have a run now and then, so if there are any 
young veterans who would like to either work on it, or take it for a ride, 
please contact our President Kevin at the club on 9783 2288. 
 
Further to this we would like to remind our service members, especially the 
younger ones that our Committee is always open to suggestions of new ways 
we can support, or provide activities for veterans.   

Remembrance Day.. 
 
Once again we invite all our members 
and their family and friends to join us to  
commemorate  Remembrance Day. 
 
Light refreshments will be served in the 
Veterans’ Room of  the Club after the  
Monday Service. 
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Frankston RSL has been a long standing  
supporter of Community based organisations 
and sporting groups? 
For over 15 years we have given back to local 
groups like Wallara, SES, Salvation Army,  
Rotary plus Veterans groups and sporting clubs 
in the area, just to name a few,  in the form of 
both funding and practical equipment, totaling 
well over $2 million. 
 
The Frankston RSL prides itself on being able to 
help other not-for-profit organisations through 
donations and fund raising opportunities. 
 
Our Members and patrons are the ones who 
help us to continue the work we do. 
 

Just think, that next parma or pot you have in 
the club, is helping us provide much needed 
help and services within out community, just 
like the things you will see on the next page. 
Some of the community groups we have  
supported over the years 

Last Post Ceremony  

 
Since 2013 the Frankston RSL has supported, through a yearly donation, to the 
running and broadcasting of the Last Post Ceremony held at the Australian War 
Memorial at 4:55pm each night. 
This Ceremony is conducted by members of the Australian Defence Force  
sharing the story behind the one of the names on the Honour Roll each night. 
Wreaths are laid by the pool of reflection and the ceremony concludes with the 
sounding of the Last Post. 
 
This is a wonderful initiative that invites the family of the Service Member being  
honoured, school groups and the general public to attend to pay their respects 
and lay wreaths. 

This Service is broadcast live through the Australian War Memorial website for 
those who cannot attend to view each night. 
The address is www.awm.gov.au/commemorations/last-post-ceremony  
 

(Photo courtesy of  War Memorial) 
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A Helping Hand for our SES 
 

Since its inception 100 years ago the Frankston RSL has been strongly  
focused on both welfare and Commemoration in service of our veterans, as 
these are key to the RSL ethos. 
 

Whilst this will never change, we have also a strong focus on the  
Community, and those who support us, and the wider community. One 
organization close to our heart is the SES. Like us mostly volunteers that 
daily put their lives on the line for the Community. In the past we have 
assisted the SES with provision of equipment, and we were a major  
contributor to their highly prized portable lighting unit now frequently 
used across a raft of emergency situations. 
 

In this our birthday year we are making a further donation of “lifesaving” equipment to the SES, and these two items will further 
enhance their support facilities. 
 

Our current presentation includes both a heavy-duty chainsaw and a portable “high-end” blade saw for use in motor vehicle  
accidents. Both of these have been sourced from local suppliers and we thank Total Tools in Carrum Downs and the Stihl Shop in 
Beach Street for their support with supply of these items. 
 

President Kevin Hillier OAM said the that the partnership with the SES goes back further than he can recall as the SES have  
provided invaluable assistance at all RSL Commemorative events with first aid, crowd control and site safety. The SES are just one 
of our many Community partners and we strongly support the great work they do. 
 

Pictured above, Mr Brian McMannis ESM, Assistant Controller at the Frankston SES and volunteer Tyler expressed his thanks (on 
behalf of the SES) to the Frankston RSL for their kind donation of these two pieces of this invaluable equipment that will be used 
to assist members with both storm damage and road accidents. 

 

 Community 

We Thank our Rotarians 
 

Vice President John Barry, pictured here with Rotary  
Peninsula 2.0 President Emily Barr, receiving a cheque for $2130.60.  

This money was raised by Rotary Peninsula 2.0 at the Gunfire Breakfast that 
was held in Beauty Park on ANZAC Day. 

We thank Peninsula Rotary 2.0 for their ongoing support of our commemora-
tive services each year. 
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Wallara’s New Horticultural Centre Breaks Ground 
 
Recently President Kevin Hillier OAM, Vice President 
John Barry and General Manager Rob Morrison,  visited 
Sages Cottage to observe the progress of the Wallara  
Horticultural Precinct that the Frankston RSL is funding.  
 
Wallara CEO Paul Hayes-Brown explained what they 
hoped to achieve in the precinct over the journey ahead, 
with the first appointment being the hiring of John  
Christie, who will manage the site. John is very experienced 
in horticulture which includes 15 years at Cruden Farm. 
John is overseeing the building of the site as well as  
supporting the five Wallara clients in their  learning of  
propagating and garden procedures. 
 
It is Wallara’s intention to have the team creating produce from cutting, to garden, to plate, which will support their Café.  

 
This Horticulture precinct will become a central node for many 
Wallara programmes and benefits including;  

• Ongoing Propagating training, to support the Wallara 
clients in their employment pathways. 

• Supporting other Wallara gardens in the South East with 
replacement plants for their horticultural therapy gardens, as 
well as rejuvenating the gardens around Sages Cottage. 

• Growing food and fodder for the animals in the Animal 
Husbandry Programme, this will keep costs down and allow 
explorations for clients of food and nutrients cycles. 
 
The first stage will see an operations shed with power and water 
be erected with a 16m long polytunnel that will house heated 
benches and spray irrigation, to allow the nursery to function 
and grow all year round. 

Frankston RSL Committee is proud to support this project on behalf of their members and it is a goal to introduce some of our 
Veterans into the role of volunteers, providing extra hands for the gardening group.  

Vietnam Veterans’ Day  
Vietnam Veterans’ Day is commemorated on 18 August every year. The day was originally known as Long Tan Day, chosen to 
commemorate the men of D Company, 6RAR who fought in the battle of Long Tan in 1966. On that day, 108 Australian and New 
Zealand soldiers fought a pitched battle against over 2,000 North Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops in a rubber plantation not far 
from the small village of Long Tan. The Australians prevailed, but only after fighting in torrential rain for four hours. Eighteen 
Australians lost their lives and 24 were wounded, the largest number of casualties in one operation since the Australian task force 
had arrived a few months earlier. 
 
Despite the ongoing media about Vietnam and the relevant honours, the day is now all about the veterans and their families as a 
bonding time. In 1987, following the very successful Welcome Home parade for Vietnam veterans in Sydney, Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke announced that Long Tan Day would be known as Vietnam Veterans’ Day.  
Those who served in the unpopular war came home not to a hero’s welcome but to a nation divided, and so many Vietnam  
veterans simply held it in for years, even decades and formed their own Association (and Federation). These groups lobbied hard 
for many years for their rights, successfully establishing the Vietnam Veterans Counselling Service that has helped, and continues to 
help, so many, and it continues to assist those from recent conflicts.  
Vietnam Veterans’ Day is not simply a date, but a time for mateship and memories for those that so many Australians wanted to 
forget and punish for simply following orders.  
 
Join us at the Frankston War Memorial in Beauty Park on Sunday 11th August as we reflect and remember those who served and 
those who lost their lives in Vietnam. 
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 Sub-Sections 
Sub-sections of the Frankston RSL have been in existence for many years and offer members a chance to be part of a great 
sporting club.  Each section is busy with their own activities and welcome new members at any time of the year.   
In addition, for each Morse Code we ask a representative of each club to write a mini report to tell us everything they have 
been up to over the past three months.  We hope you enjoy reading below 

Pipes & Drums 

Frankston RSL Pipes & Drums was formed from Frankston 
City Pipe Band in 1994. In the years since then the Band has 
undergone a number of changes in personnel, uniform and 
activities. Throughout the years however we have maintained 
our strong allegiance to Frankston RSL Sub Branch by  
ensuring our participation in Anzac Day, Remembrance Day 
and other events reflecting Frankston RSL’s role in the  
Community.

   
In addition to being part of the Anzac Day parade at  
Frankston we also lead the parades at Longbeach (Chelsea) 
and Rye RSLs on Anzac Day and at Bentleigh RSL on the 
Sunday before. We also provide players to other smaller Anzac 
Day events around Mornington Peninsula. 
Initially we did confine our playing activities to the  
Mornington Peninsula but in more recent years have played at 
engagements, and competitions, around Melbourne and  
Victoria and have also competed interstate. Until recently we 
were considered to be one of the best bands in our Grade and 
in 2013 were Victorian Champions, in that Grade. 

 

 
 
 

 
We have played at a range of events including charitable ones 
as well as what can be described as commercial events. In  
recent years we have organized our own Sunday concert/
lunches in the Simpson Room at the RSL as once a year  
entertaining/fundraising events. We have also played at formal 
concerts such as at the Frankston Arts Centre in support of 
the Frankston City Band, at Longbeach RSL in conjunction 
with RAN Cerberus Band.  

  
Our kilts are of the MacGregor tartan and we do try to present 
to the public a unit of which Frankston RSL and its members 
can be proud. 
 
Currently we are suffering from a shortage of members and 
experienced pipers and drummers, as well as learners, would 
be most welcome. While we strive to play our best we do  
preserve the enjoyment of playing our instruments in a band 
of like minded people. We are still available for engagements 
and can provide a touch of tradition, a splash of colour  
combined with music and movement that can add to any  
occasion.  Solo pipers can also be arranged. 
To obtain further information on any of the above please  
Contact:  
Tom on  0430 471 431 or frslpad@hotmail.com.  
 

Indoor Bowls 
Our recent mid year trip was again a huge success. We started 
the day with morning tea at the 1000 
steps Kokoda track walk followed by 
lunch at the Pig and Whistle Olinda 
for Christmas in July. Everyone  
enjoyed the day. 
Our next event is the singles  
championship on September 9th. 
Christmas break up lunch is set for December 14th. 
Our pennant team is sitting mid ladder and doing well. 
As always new members are most 
 welcome with a choice of afternoon or 
evening sessions on a Monday. So come 
along for a fun time. 
 
 

President David Anderson 0412118295 
Pennant Lisa de Marco 0418878892  
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Billiards & Snooker 
 

MONDAY (EVENING) - VBSA SNOOKER 
After topping the ladder almost all season, Phil Roost’s team fell 
at the last hurdle and finished runners-up in Season 1.  The boys 
will be good to go for Season 2, albeit with a few new players.  
We also have another C Grade team joining us this season, so 
watch out for the local derby!! 
 

TUESDAY (DAYTIME) - OVER 55’s SNOOKER &  
BILLIARDS 
After 21 rounds (nearly 2/3rds of season), Ron Phillips  
Frankston Gold team has had some excellent results and sits atop 
the ladder.  All players are contributing equally, which is very 
handy in this handicap environment. Ian Gilbee’s  
Frankston Green team has also had some good results and  
currently sits 6th on the table.  Still a way to go but fingers 
crossed we can get both teams in the finals. 
 

TUESDAY (EVENING) – METRO SNOOKER 
Bill Lindsay’s team finished the home & away matches on top of 
the ladder and went all the way to win the Grand Final on 16th 
July. Fantastic effort boys.  Pictured are Alan Clews, Dave 
Prosser, Bill Lindsay, Peter Gilligan & David Heath.   
Straight to the “Pool Room”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THURSDAY (EVENING) - RSL SNOOKER 
Gareth Griffith’s Eagles had a good season, finishing 3rd but were 
eliminated after the first round of finals.  Ron Phillips Hawks 
came home with a wet sail but just missed the finals.   
 

CLUB SNOOKER CHAMPIONSHIP 
In a gripping final, Ian Gilbee held off Bill Lindsay for the Club 
Championship, 3/1.  Bill started very well but succumbed to the 
unrelenting pressure that Ian can bring to bear.  The Henry  
Merrett Handicap Snooker Tournament will kick off soon. 
 

BILLIARDS SEASON 
Teams have now been selected for the upcoming Billiards  
Season, including a bit of snooker for the diehards.  The season 
will run till late November. 
 
The Section is always keen to accommodate new players, so if 
you are interested in anything to do with snooker or billiards at 
Frankston RSL, please contact Mark Dunn on 0422 304 052.  
Juniors and ladies are very welcome.  Coaching can be provided 

free of charge.  

Darts 
Winter has arrived and so has our Winter Season. 
We have a grand total of 6 teams playing across all divisions. 
This is a good result for us, giving us plenty of representation 
across the leagues.  
This year being the Frankston RSL Centenary gave us the  
opportunity to create a special ‘Centenary Match’ in March. We 
invited Rosebud to play off against, and we were delighted to win 
that day and honour our great club.  
Come September we will playoff in the bi-annual duel against 
Rosebud RSL just for bragging rights, but it is always a good 
match and one that both clubs look forward to twice a year. 
If anyone is interested in joining the Darts Section, please make 
enquiries to the RSL reception and we will be in touch. 
Until next time, “Good Darts”  
President Mary McGinty 0439 848 923 
 

Golf 

The Golf section is very 
proud to be part of the 
Centenary celebrations. 
To mark this historic 
event a special round was 
played at Portsea Golf 
Course. The format for 
this round was individual 
stroke for both men and 
women.  
It was a cool day with a little rain early on, however it didn’t stop 
some great scores being recorded. 
Our winners for the day were: 
Paul Sims (B Grade) – Men’s Trophy Winner 
Bev Cato (C Grade) – Ladies Trophy Winner 
(Pictured above: Paul Sims (B Grade), Bev Cato (C Grade) and Ian  
Reichman (A Grade).) 
 

We’re now past the winter mid point of the year and are heading 
into the warm and sunny spring weather. In the run to the end of 
the year games are scheduled at Rosebud Country Club, Flinders 
Golf Course, Centenary Park Golf Course, RACV Cape Schanck 
Golf Course and the Dunes Golf Course. 
We are a friendly group of golfers with the emphasis being on 
social.  Our group has members of both sexes with a wide range 
of handicaps.  The handicaps are divided into grades A to D. 
Membership of the section is very simple, you just need to be a 
member of the Frankston RSL.  We have a nominal yearly mem-
bership fee which goes towards subsidising our games and end of 
year presentation.  
All games are $50, regardless of the green fees for the scheduled 
course, which when averaged out over the year provides great 
value.  Afterwards we gather at the pavilion at Frankston RSL for 
a BBQ and presentation.  The cost of the food is included in the 
green fees for the day and drinks are available at a nominal price. 
For more information call Rick Nelson on 0419 541 437 or if 

you would simply like to come along for a game just put your 

name down on the signup sheet in the display case on the way 

through to Cracked Pepper. Please include your phone number 

and Golflink handicap if you have one. 
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Women’s Auxiliary  

 
CONTACT President Catherine Bernhardt (03) 9789 8897 | Secretary Mary McGinty   0439 848 923 
 

Sunday April 7th our Auxiliary assisted the RSL with their Centenary Community Family Fun Day. 
Thursday April 18th our Easter raffle hampers were drawn. Winners were M. Seymour 1st prize and 
H. Longley won the 2nd prize. Both were present at the RSL when the raffle was drawn. The funds 
raised from hamper sales assists with donations to health and welfare for our veterans. Thank you 
all for purchasing raffle tickets. 
 

April 25th ANZAC Day, our Auxiliary designed and laid a wreath specifically in remembrance of 
nurses who dedicated their services to the Australian Defence Force in times of conflict. 
  

Thursday July 4th at the State Annual Conference of the RSL Victorian Branch, Kaye Ruitenbeek 
was presented with the RSL National Certificate of Merit and Gold Badge in recognition for her 
exceptional and outstanding service to the RSL, and Frankston RSL Women’s Auxiliary.  
Congratulations, Kaye. 
 

Social Secretaries Cheryl Bishop and Heather Lewis are busy organising outings and events for the second half of 2019 when the 
weather improves. 
 

Thank you to all the Auxiliary Committee and Members who worked diligently, assisting in raising funds and supporting the 
Frankston RSL Sub-Branch. It is a team effort. 

 
 

The Auxiliary meet every third  
Monday of the month at 1 30PM.  

New Members welcome. 
 
(pictured left to right State RSL  
President Dr Robert Webster OAM, 
Kaye Ruitenbeek, National RSL P 
resident Greg Melick  AO. RFD. SC.) 

Vietnam Vets 
 
CONTACT DETAILS: President:  Kelvin Park  | 0432 473 039   
       Secretary: Cheryl Myers  | 9776 6600 |secretary.frankston@vvaavic.org.au  
 
Over the past few months Frankston District Vietnam Veterans have been quite busy. We have just had a sausage sizzle at  
Bunnings and in June we were invited to Sunshine RSL to attend the “Armed Forces Day” which is the Vietnamese equivalent to 
our ANZAC Day.  
August will be a very busy month for us, as well as badge selling at Karingal Hub and also at Bunnings, we will be holding our  
service at the Cenotaph in Frankston on the 11th August at 11.00am. 
We are enjoying some social outings such as lunch at various venues, our latest was at the Hallam Hotel for Christmas in July and 
our Frankston Wanderers are planning their next trip to Eurora in October 
  
Our weekly coffee mornings are going very strongly with around 24 turning up each Tuesday down at the Power Centre Café 
Over the past few months we have been active within our community looking after the welfare of both Veterans and their families 
and as the colder weather comes closer we need to be mindful of the health & wellbeing of our members 
 
The Frankston sub branch meets on the first Monday of the month at 7.30pm at the Frankston RSL in the Simpson Room 2  
Any Veteran or partner is more than welcome to come along to a meeting 
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AFFILIATED GROUPS 

 

WOMEN’S AUXILIARY 

President: 

Catherine Bernhardt 
9789 8897 
Treasurer:  
Margaret Davis  
0431 779 868 

Meetings:  

3rd Monday of month at 1:30pm 

 

VIETNAM VETERANS 

President:  

Kelvin Park, 0432 473 039    

Secretary:  

Cheryl Myers, 9776 6600,  

secretary.frankston@vvaavic.org.au  

Meetings:  

1st Monday of month at 7:30pm  

 

DRESS CODE 

All patrons must be dressed in a clean 

and tidy manner whilst in this club.  

The following items are NOT  

permitted to be worn: 

- Caps, hats, beanies 

- Offensive material on clothing 

- Singlets and muscle shirts 

- Torn or dirty clothing 

The final decision on acceptable attire 
is made by the Manager on Duty.    

VALE 

CONTACT DETAILS 
Phone      03 9783 2288 

Fax           03 9781 2701 

Email        reception@frankstonrsl.com.au 

Web        www.frankstonrsl.com.au 

Post         PO Box 3168,  

         Frankston East  VIC  3199 

Address   183 Cranbourne Road,  

                  Frankston  VIC  3199 

Facebook @frankstonrsl 

  @cpfrsl 

Instagram @frankstonrsl 

  @cp_frsl 
 

MANAGEMENT 

Rob Morrison  GENERAL MANAGER 

Annemaree Kelly  OPERATIONS  

    MANAGER 

Liesl New          ADMIN  MANAGER 

Lynda Leverington  FINANCE MANAGER 

 

Jodie Armitage  BAR & GAMING  

    MANAGER 

Nathan Tracy  EXECUTIVE CHEF 

Wendy Broks  FRONT OF HOUSE  

    MANAGER 

 

SUB-SECTION CONTACTS 

 

BILLIARDS & SNOOKER 

Secretary: Mark Dunn, 0422 304 052 

marfak56@gmail.com  

President: John Van Zanden  0412 120 402 

 

DARTS 

Secretary/Treasurer: Mary McGinty, 9770 1510 

 

GOLF 

Secretary: Rick Nelson, rick@psdpl.com.au 

 

PIPES & DRUMS 

Secretary:  Tom Troup, 0430 471 431  

frslpad@hotmail.com  

Days of play:  1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month 

 

INDOOR BOWLS 

Secretary: David Anderson, 0412 118 295,  

Lisa DeMarco, 0418 878 892 

DAYS OF PLAY: Monday afternoon & evening, 

and Tuesday 

TRADING HOURS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Trading 

Monday  10am - 11pm 

Tuesday  10am - 11pm 

Wednesday  10am - 12am 

Thursday  10am - 12am 

Friday   10am - 3am 

Saturday  10am - 3am 

Sunday  10am - 11pm 

 

Reception 

Monday    10am - 8pm 

Tuesday  10am - 8pm  

Wednesday  10am - 8pm 

Thursday  10am - 8pm 

Friday   10am - 9pm 

Saturday  10am - 9pm 

Sunday  10am - 8pm 
 

Peninsula Veterans’ Hub 

Monday  9am -5pm 

Tuesday  9am -5pm  

Wednesday  9am -5pm 

Thursday  9am -5pm 

Friday   9am -5pm 

Saturday  Closed 

Sunday  Closed 
 

Fours Seasons Bistro 

Monday  12pm - 2pm 

   5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Tuesday  12pm - 2pm 

   5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Wednesday  12pm - 2pm 

   5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Thursday  12pm - 2pm 

   5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Friday   12pm - 2pm 

   5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Saturday  12pm - 2pm 

   5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Sunday  12pm - 2pm 

   5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Cracked Pepper 

Monday  CLOSED 

Tuesday  5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Wednesday  5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Thursday  12pm - 2pm 

   5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Friday   12pm - 2pm 

   5:30pm - 9:00pm 

Saturday  12pm - 2pm 

   5:30pm - 9:00pm 

Sunday  11am - 2pm 

   5:30pm - 8:00pm 

SIDNEY  CARTER 
KEITH  CHANDLER 
GEORGE  DANIEL 
BRIAN  EDWARDS 
ROLAND  INGRAM 
GERALD  JENNINGS 
KENNETH  NAPIER 
GEORGE  POWELL, MBE 
TONY  QUINN 
JIM  STRUTHERS 
 

 
Lest We Forget…. 

Club Information 




